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The numbers following the questions correspond to the marginal page and section numbers in the text. (These are called Stephanus numbers.) 

Be sure to read the introduction to the dialogue and pay attention to the explanatory notes. 


This is a typical Socratic dialogue by Plato in which Socrates is trying to extract a rationally defensible “account” or definition of some essence or Form from one or more conversation-partners, who implicitly or explicitly claim to know what it is.
1. Who is Euthyphro (what is his main social role, his relationship to Socrates)? (3c-e) 

2. What is his primary concern at the dramatic time of the dialogue? (3e-4e) 

3. What is the main thing Socrates tries to get from Euthyphro? Why? (5c-d) 

4. How does Euthyphro define "holy" or "holiness"? (Find 3-6 different ways.) (5d and 6d; 7a; 9d; 12e; 14b, clarified at 14d; 15b) 

5. How does Socrates raise doubts about these "definitions"? (His method is not the same in all cases.) (6d-e; 7b-8a; 9e-11b; 15a; 15c. These passages contain challenges to the "definitions" to which question 4 refers, except for the incomplete definition at 12e.) 

6. Does Socrates receive a satisfactory answer to the question around which this dialogue is organized? Why is he disappointed in Euthyphro’s departure? (15d-16a) 

